ANNEXE II : courrier d'un enseignant travaillant dans une école bilingue

Rudimentary Resource List for a Bilingual School.

As the title indicates this is a document that contains a simple list of some of the schemes of work and resources that are often used in British primary schools and that we, at L’ecole Bilingue, use on a day to day basis.

This list is intended to aid the development of your school and I will attempt to appraise the resources that are described to the best of my ability. 

Overview and Appraisal of the Q.C.A Schemes of Work:

The Q.C.As are a schemes of work produced by educationalists for the Department for Education to fulfil the objects that the government has stipulated should be achieved in schools for every subject and year group. These objectives are to be met by the time a child leaves the English educational system at the age of sixteen. Therefore they are a very useful tool for planning and assessing children in any given year group or subject. They also speedily take into account any amendments to the curriculum and changes to subject objectives fairly quickly and therefore allow you to remain abreast of any developments. 

The schemes are easily locatable as they can be accessed from anywhere via the Internet. The Q.C.A website is easily navigable since the documents are all grouped by Keystage, for example Keystage One (the equivalent of Maternelle year groups) and Keystage Two (the equivalent of Elementaire year groups). Once in the correct keystage the subjects are clearly apparent with all of the topics that are to be covered, with their corresponding objectives indicated. This collation of the topic plans within the subject allows one to see the transition of topics throughout each keystage and how to create progression through out the whole school. 

Of great use to teachers is the fact the Q.C.As are easy to acquire, they can be printed off so that one can make hard copies that can be filed for reference for each teachers year group. They can also be downloaded directly from the website onto the schools Intranet and hard drive where all can access them to see progression and prior knowledge. 

It is commonly agreed that the Q.C.A documents are a useful tool for teachers following the National Curriculum as they provide reference to the specific learning objectives to be covered but also as they give some ideas within each topic plan of activities to achieve them. The activities are also progressive since they build upon prior knowledge of the child and the work that has been covered earlier in the module. Some teachers however believe that the activities and ideas that the Q.C.As provide are too ‘dry’ and ‘prescribed’ and that they are therefore not to be overly relied upon for planning. Some feel that they do not foster dynamism in a teacher as the ideas are already thought of and may lack originality. What ever the opinion it is not disputed that the Q.C.As are an excellent basis and provide a great deal of help to teachers in ensuring they meet the mandate set down in the National Curriculum. 

Where to find the QCA Schemes: www.standards.dfes.gov.uk. 
Overview and Appraisal of the Folens Schemes of Work:

Like the Q.C.A schemes the Folens documents are directly linked to the National Curriculum, Numeracy and Literacy Strategies. They are written by teachers and are divided into subjects with a text for each year group which contains all the topics, differentiated lesson plans, photocopiable resources required for the module. The texts contain all of the objectives for each lesson and for the module as a whole so it is easy to remain focussed and link the topic to the curriculum. 

Of interest to the bilingual teacher are the Folens books containing activities for the Literacy lesson. The English booklets contain a whole year’s photocopiable work connected with the Literacy strategy. Usefully the activities are clearly labelled as being ‘text’, ‘sentence’ or ‘word’ level; as a result the educational practitioner knows that they are covering all the elements of the English language. At L’ecole Bilingue these texts are used in years four and five, CE2 and CM1, as homework activities to further the English work we have done during the week. 

The negative to the Folens scheme is that an over reliance can be placed upon them since the work and activity sheets are provided, which can cause some teachers to become complacent. However this negative is outweighed by the fact they can used as the basis of lessons, where other tasks can be created from or incorporate them. They are great for emergency lessons when things go wrong or additional work when gifted children finish ahead of schedule.

These documents are easily purchasable from educational suppliers and they even have object packs, such as in history, to provide a visual and tactile element to lessons. Folens booklets and documents are available from online book suppliers like Amazon, where they can be purchased and shipped to the school quickly.

Overview and Appraisal of the Classworks Literacy series:

These texts are, like the Folens schemes, divided into year groups and contain a whole years photocopiable resources and sheets. They contain literature that can be used as sources for evaluation and analysis in classroom literacy lessons. The work is divided into different topics with detailed teachers’ notes that help you incorporate the work into your lesson plans. They contain differentiated lesson ideas which allow one to make the learning experience of all in the class as fruitful as possible.

As with all of the documents mentioned the Classworks Series use the National Curriculum and Literacy strategies as their foundations. Booklets are available from year three, CE1, all the way to year six, CM2. 

These booklets are again purchasable from Amazon.com. 

