
Towards subtraction: how to subtract a small number 

 

Quick 
mental 
arithmetic

 
The squirrel has 7 nuts. 
Check on the drawing. 

 

Listen and write in the small cloud: 
 
The squirrel wants to give 2 nuts to  
Small Mouth and the other nuts to Big 
Mouth. 

  
 
  Big Mouth will receive              nuts. 

Draw on your slate or on your rough book.     
Now, the squirrel has 8 nuts; he wants to give 3 nuts to Small Mouth… 

Dédé  brought 9 marbles. 
Draw them (as Dédé does, of course). 

 
  

 

Listen and write in the small cloud: 
Dédé wants to give 3 marbles to Minimarble 
and the other marbles to Maximarble.      

Draw on your slate or on your rough book.     
Now, Dédé has 7 marbles; he wants to give 1 marble to Small Mouth… 

        Maximarble will receive            marbles. 

Write down the first 5 
doubles: 

A. Quick mental arithmetic: same activity as on page 34. The sums are 
bigger than 5 in three cases (addition equations such as 5 + n or n + 5, n + 
1 or 1 + n, small doubles); 

B. Situation of unequal 
distribution introducing 
subtraction. 

C. Same activity using a set 
of 5 as presented on a dice 
 


